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Who remembers these callers from the past? 
How many can you name? 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Greetings Dancer’s, 

Another month has passed, and we are still unfortunately being 

restricted in our everyday decisions by having to take COVID19 and 

its risk into our considerations. 

Clubs were hoping to restart this month, but unfortunately, through 

circumstances this has been put on hold.  

We have needed to cancel this year’s Christmas Dance due to the 

same considerations. Unfortunate indeed, but the society looks 

forward to the New Year with hope that we can all successfully be 

dancing regularly once more and attending the Society’s social 

events as well as the conventions that are held around Australia. 

I have attended meetings with both The Australian Square Dance Society, and the Australian 

Promotions Committees via zoom and have heard all states are looking for ways of moving 

forward and dancing into the future. We know that some clubs in Tasmania, Western and South 

Australia at least has started dancing under severe COVID19 plans and it was lovely to see this. 

The Picture of the Club callers on our front page was taken at a Leslie Dam Camp,  and are- from 

left, Bill McHardy, Toowoomba, Wilma Flannery, Casino, Malcolm McHardy, Toowoomba, Reg 

Hendy, Warwick, Margaret Sullivan, Goondiwindi, and Don Powell, Toowoomba . Many thanks to 

Margaret Sullivan for supplying this photo along with other photos and her memories. We also 

thank Bev Mc Lachlan for her contribution as well as Di Ashton for giving us a history of 

Launceston Square Dance Club, the oldest club in the Southern Hemisphere, who is celebrating 

70 years of dancing next year. 

Don’t forget, we welcome contributions from all our members and readers, and would love to hear 

once more from the clubs about what they are planning. 

Russell Wall, President, Square Dancing Society of Queensland  

squaredanceqld.president1@gmail.com  

To keep up with what is happening with the Society our website is: 
www.squaredancingsocietyofqueensland.org/ 
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Unfortunately, the Queensland Society’s Christmas 

Dance has needed to be cancelled due to this fellow: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But we prefer to tell people this is the reason: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope to see you next year instead! 
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Some memories of the Border District Square Dance Club (Pt 2) 

Remembering Gunsynd Country Round up and the Leslie Dam Camps 

By Margaret Sullivan 

One of my proudest moments was in March 

1987 when the Border District Square Dancers 

hosted the 10th Birthday of the Club in 

conjunction with the biennial Gunsynd Country 

Round-up. The article in the South Pacific 

Square Dance Review of April 1987 shows the 

wide geographical spread of dancers whose 

company we were able to enjoy on the 

weekend. To the families of those whom we 

have since lost including Elva Hoppe, Reg 

Hendy, Bill McHardy, Jack McAlister, Wilma 

Flannery and Don Powell we say ‘Thanks for the 

memories’…they are treasured beyond 

measure. 

The juniors were a great asset to our club and 

we had a special half hour of the programme 

reserved for them at the beginning of both 

Friday and Saturday nights of our Gunsynd 

Country Round-up in 1987. 

 

 

Picture of Gillian Collom (Border District Squares) cutting our 

10th Anniversary cake in 1987. Others in the picture are 

Leanne McAlister, Dennis Sullivan, Malcolm McHardy, 

Theresa Duffy (under Dennis’ left arm), Linda Marshall, 

Rohan Clark and his wife, Rae Kermond, Joyce Zimmerman, 

Marg Sullivan, Beth McHardy, Bill McHardy, Bobbie Callow, 

Don Woods.   

 

We always had terrific fun at Reg Hendy’s Leslie Dam camps 

hosted by the Rose City Wranglers Square Dance club. The 

hilarious acts performed at the famous after-parties were not 

to be missed.  
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At the Leslie Dam camp in 1987, Wilma demonstrated her talents at the after-party by singing a song to the tune of 

“A Pub With No Beer” with her own words substituted, the last verse 

being: 

  It’s not lonesome or drear at old Leslie Dam 

 When square dancers come to have a wonderful jam 

 From Queensland and New South, from far and near 

 And if you’re not crazy then you shouldn’t be here. 

I shall always associate Reg Hendy with the songs “Shutuppa Ya Face” and 

“Don’t Worry, Be Happy” – the latter epitomised how Reg lived life.  Bill 

and Beth McHardy’s Sunday morning Church services were always a 

highlight to be looked forward to at the square dance weekends, not least 

of which for Bill’s guitar accompaniment to the songs. 

Clogging was also a fun activity and we did our best (moves) with varying 

degrees of success.  

 

   

 

Travelling Australia With Squaredancers 

There has been very little activity within TAWS because there is no dancing at the moment. 

We are looking forward to the NSW State 

Convention at Gloucester in April 2021 and the 

Darwin National in June. The management of 

Gloucester Caravan Park has advised me that 

there are plenty of powered sites available for 

caravans, motorhomes, etc but only a few cabins 

are available. 

There is lots of discussion on which route we will 

take to Darwin and return. Some travellers are 

planning a trip up the east coast to Cairns and 

across to Darwin; others will travel through Central 

Queensland to Threeways and up the Stuart 

Highway; others will travel the Stuart Highway from 

Port Augusta to Darwin. The very adventurous will 

travel across the Nullabor, on to Perth, up the west 

coast, across to Katherine and on to Darwin. After the convention, which way do we travel home. 

A number of caravanners have booked into the Darwin KOA Malak caravan park which is fairly basic but is 

only four kilometres from the dance venue. There are other parks which are further from the venue. If you 

would like information that I have obtained from KOA Malak, please contact me at jarmangp@gmail.com. 

Lets hope that we are back on the dance floor very soon, if it is too much longer we will need to start with 

Basics again. 

Graeme Jarman, TAWS National Coordinator 
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Launceston Square Dance Club (Tasmania)- 70 years young! 

Next year marks the 70th Birthday Anniversary of the Launceston Square Dance Club. From our 

understanding, this makes LSDC the longest continuously running Square Dance Club in the 

Southern Hemisphere. Our Celebrations will be held over the Anzac weekend 24th, 25th and 26th of 

April 2021 with 2 callers, 2 halls, a Civic Reception and a BBQ (provided registrations and 

circumstances allow at that time.) We are thinking and planning positively.  

A Brief History 

From an ‘informal’ meeting on Wednesday 20th of June 1951, a committee was elected and 

following; the Launceston Square Dance Club was born. The first dance was held in July at a 

youth hall in Forster Street, Invermay. It was to be Tasmania’s first Square Dance Club. Over the 

last 7 decades, many, many people have come and gone from the club as dancers, callers and 

members. An outstanding few have left their mark on the history books as exceptional contributors 

to the success and longevity of the club. Many of these people have moved on or are no longer 

with us but their dedication and hard work is the reason for the success of the club through more 

than a few difficult times. The Club has always fluctuated in numbers. In its heyday, membership 

was capped at 100 people with a waiting list to get in but many times the club has struggled to get 

just one square on the floor. Some callers took up the call and stayed for a while, others moved on 

after only a short stay… at one time the club was surviving on taped calls. One of the contributors 

to an increase in membership over the years was the enthusiasm of dancers returning from State 

or National Conventions.  

Many halls have been the home of LSDC, changing as numbers swelled and retracted, as hall 

costs changed or as halls were repurposed but when an ideal hall was found, it became the club’s 

venue for 10 years or more. Of note, the club’s current hall (Heather Hall in Newstead) was the 

club’s venue in the 70’s but became too small as the club grew at that time. It is now back there 

and suits the club well in its current format. The club used to have its own magazine entitled ‘The 

Square Dancer”. It was a monthly publication, starting in 1951 and is reported to have been issued 

at least until 1978. As the issues were sent to all clubs in the state and featured club news from 

around the state, and became quite large in its format and information, TSDS took over the 

financing and editing in 1984 and renamed it ‘Stepping Out’. A first Stepping Out was issued 5 

times a year. The publication is still issued to date, 4 times a year and continues to give news from 

all current Tasmanian clubs. 

May I take this opportunity to thank all our Life Members for their outstanding contribution to our 

Launceston Square Dance Club – both looking back and looking forward. Our success and 

longevity is more than partially due to your dedication and hard work, along with 100’s of other 

callers and dancers who have passed through our doors and brightened lives with Square 

dancing. 

Thank you. Di Ashton 

 

Got an interesting, amusing or funny story that you remember or have a photo 

that has an interest amusing or funny story attached to it youd like to share? 

Please submit to squaredanceqld.bugle@google.com ! We’d love to receive it! 

We hear all these interesting histories all the time and would hate to lose the 

oral histories of square dance as our members age and leave the dance. 
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A memory from Bev Mc Lachlan 

 Who remembers this demonstration by 

the kids from Montrose Home?  The 

“Montrose Wheelies” danced for us at the    

Australian National Square Dance 

Convention at Cloudland Ballroom. Their 

Caller was Graham Brandon.  Graham 

dedicated many years of Monday 

afternoons at the home teaching the kids 

to square dance.  

Many hours of preparation and adapting 

the music speed so that kids could dance 

was carried out.  I know he had a lot of fun 

here and it really devasted him when one 

of the kids passed away.   

He got inspired to try this after seeing a 

similar demonstration whilst in attendance at a Canadian National Square Dance Convention.  

Bev McLachlan 
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METROPOLITAN SQUARES 

DAY  AREA  CLUB  LEVEL  CALLER  PHONE (07) 

MON  Deception Bay  Upbeat Ch.a.o.s  P Glenn Wilson  3261 4177 

  Ipswich CBD Town & Country Squares B/M/P Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

TUES Alexandra Hills  Gumdale Grandsliders  M/P  Alan Evans  3800 1270 

  Brisbane CBD 50+ Centre B/M/P Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

WED  Alexandra Hills  Gumdale Grand Sliders  B/M/P Alan Evans  3800 1270 

  Stafford Wavell Whirlaways  M/P  Sid Leighton  0418 724 636 

  Graceville Uniting Squares Day B/M Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

  Oxley 2nd&4th Uniting Squares  A   Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

THUR  Zillmere  Northside Promenaders  M/S/P  Glenn Wilson  3261 4177 

  Crestmead  Logan City Dancers   A   Alan Evans  0405 316 469 

  Bribie Island  Bribie Island Squares  M/P  Elaine Davis 5496 7471 

FRI  Crestmead  Alan’s Allemanders  M/P  Alan Evans  3800 1270 

 Ipswich Town & Country Squares M/P Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

SAT Crestmead  Logan City Dancers  M  Guest Caller  0405 316 469 

SUN 
Graceville 
1st&3rd 

Kay’s Plus  P/A Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

 Caboolture  E.Z. Squares M/P Elaine Davis 5496 7471 

COUNTRY/REGIONAL SQUARES 

MON  Buderim Suncoasters  P  Nev McLachlan  0417 729 263 

 Buderim Kangaroo Kapers M/P Robin Weltevreden 0418 750 239 

  Hervey Bay Hervey Bay S.D. Club  P Laptop Playlists  0424949944 

  Cairns U3A Squares Cairns P Graham Durose  4054 4885 

TUES  Buderim  Suncoasters  B/M  Nev McLachlan  0417 729 263 

  Cairns Ulysses Squares  B/M/P/R Eddie Ebrington  4045 2620 

WED  Hervey Bay Hervey Bay S.D. Club  M Laptop Playlists  0424 949 944  

THUR Cairns U3A Squares Cairns B/M Graham Durose  4054 4885 

FRI  Bundaberg  Cane Country  R/M/P  Matthew Mills 0418479814,  

  Cairns Cairns City Squares  B/M/P  Laptop Playlists  4054 7534 

  Rockhampton Rocky Twirlers  B/M/P Michael Mills  0408 703 910 

  Townsville  Sun City S & R/D Club  B/M/P/R   Darryl, Julie 4788 8762 

SAT  Buderim  Kangaroo Kapers  M/P Robin Weltevreden 0418 750 239 

  Buderim  Suncoasters 1st 3rd 5th  R/M  Nev McLachlan  0417 729 263 

  
Hervey Bay Hervey Bay S.D. Club  

Lrng 
B/M 

Laptop Playlists  0404655271  

  Malanda Waterfall Squares 3rd M/P  Graham Durose  4054 4885 
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METROPOLITAN ROUNDS 

MON  Jimboomba  Allemanders Rounds Beg – Ph V  Paula Armstrong 5546 3493 

WED  Calamvale  Allemanders R/D Club  Ph II-V  Paula Armstrong 5546 3493 

THUR  Calamvale  Allemanders R/D Club  Beg – Ph III Paula Armstrong  5546 3493 

METROPOLITAN CLOGGING 

TUES  Coorparoo  Chug-A-Lug Cloggers  Basic to Adv Frances 
3391 6526 

THUR  Lutwyche  Double Jingle Cloggers  Basic to Adv Frances      0429851891 

SUN  Caboolture  E.Z. Cloggers  
Beg to Adv  
 

Stephen Hope  0437 829 522 

COUNTRY/REGIONAL ROUNDS & CLOGGING 

MON  Buderim  Suncoasters Rounds  Lrng II IV  Bev McLachlan  
54451238, 
042135442 

MON  Buderim  Centre Cloggers  Basic/Int  Bev or Carol  0459900329 

 

 

 

The Square Dance Society of Queensland Inc.-Diary of Events 

14 March 2021 Queensland Society AGM and Dance -nominations will be sought to hold this 

15-16 May 2021 Suncoasters 51st Birthday Party, Bev McLachlan 0427 135 442  
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