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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

The time seems to have gone so fast.  Here we are now on the doorstep of the 65th 

National at Morayfield. Hope you all have your tickets for this event.  See you there for a 

fun weekend. 

The Society had a General Meeting on 7th June.  The major decision made at this meeting 

was to increase the Bus Subsidy from $300 to $500. Basically, if your Club is a member of 

the Society and there is a Society Function on the horizon your Club can book a bus to 

bring the dancers to said Function.  There is a form on the website to be filled in and sent 

to the Society. 

Due to ill health I have not currently booked a meeting room for next meeting which should be taking place at end 

of August or early September.   

Society Xmas Party set for November 8th. 

June Lambert, President, Square Dancing Society of Queensland  

 

Queensland dancers with the callers who 

attended the fantastic Yarrawonga Plus & A long 

weekend 16-18th May in Victoria. 

Dancers - Helen, Keith and Glenys QLD 

Callers - Steve Turner WA, Howard Cockburn VIC 

(Photo - left to right):  Helen, Steve, Howard, Glenys, Keith 
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Vale Daphne Boyle 

Daphne May Boyle, Born 13 December 1930, Died 6 June 2025 

Daphne was born in Townsville where her early interests and talents 

provided a clue to her later love of square dancing.  She was involved 

in gymnastics and Scottish dancing in which she won first prize in the 

Novice Highland Fling at the age of 12, and achieved second place in 

the Open Competition the next year. 

 

At the age of 19, Daphne married Tommy Boyle in Townsville and about three years later, with 

their first son in tow, they moved to Ipswich where Daphne’s family was living.  Over the next 

dozen years, Daphne and Tommy had another son and two daughters, which meant a very 

busy life for Daphne, as Tommy was frequently away with his job.  Despite this, Daphne 

managed the household and was often employed in part-time and later full-time jobs, 

particularly using her well recognised head for figures and organisational abilities. 

 

Injuries forced early retirement on both Daphne and Tommy which is how, in the early 1980s, 

they moved to Hervey Bay, set up their caravan in Pialba Caravan Park, and there spent what 

Daphne always referred to as the best five years of their life.  During this time, they did a tour 

of Australia in their caravan, and then opted for a more settled existence, building a house in 

Urangan where Daphne remained for the rest of her life. 

 

About this time, their interest in square dancing grew out of their love of country music. Tommy 

trained as a caller with Daphne providing support taking notes and organising his material. 

When Tommy died, Daphne’s interests widened to include line dancing which she 

subsequently taught at her Achy Breaky Line Dancing Club.  From that, she moved on to 

teaching square dancing in the Bay for many years, dancing and teaching Plus, A1 and A2 

levels.  During this time, she developed a very caring and supportive relationship with Norm 

Dowling, who shared her love of music and square dancing.  Together, they not only were 

mainstays of the square dancing club in the Bay, but travelled to many places in Queensland 

and further south to dance and attend dancing conventions. 

 

Daphne continued dancing and teaching as long as she could, but even when her lack of 

mobility no longer permitted this, she continued to attend the classes to organise the music 

and provide advice from her rich store of knowledge. She and her family were very proud that 

she was awarded Life Membership of the Hervey Bay Square Dancing Club. 

 
(Information compiled by Daphne’s daughter-in-law Helen) 

 

 

mailto:squaredanceqld.bugle@gmail.com


 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Articles or requests to email Bugle to squaredanceqld.bugle@gmail.com  by 25th of each month.               Page 6 of 10 

 

 

 
 

 

Gumdale Grandsliders club will be closed on July 8th and July 29. 
Our Ekka dance is Tuesday August 12, a party day with hot dogs and ice creams 

Thanks.  I’m afraid our Granddaughters wedding has taken all my thoughts and energy, 

hence we missed the great weekend at Logan. 

Best regards 

Heather Pennington | President 
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METROPOLITAN SQUARES 

DAY  AREA  CLUB  LEVEL  CALLER  PHONE (07) 

MON Deception Bay Upbeat Ch.a.o.s  P Glenn Wilson  0413 017 778 

 Ipswich CBD Town & Country Squares B/M/P Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

TUES Alexandra Hills  Gumdale Grandsliders  M/P  Alan Evans  3800 1270 

 Brisbane CBD 50+ Centre B/M/P Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

WED Northgate Wavell Whirlaways  M/P  Sid Leighton  0418 724 636 

 Sherwood Uniting Squares Day B/M/P Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

 Sherwood 2nd&4th Uniting Squares  A   Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

THUR Zillmere  Northside Promenaders  M/S/P  Glenn Wilson  0413 017 778 

 Crestmead  Logan City Dancers   A   Alan Evans  0405 316 469 

FRI Ipswich Town & Country Squares M/P Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

 Crestmead Alan Allemanders M/P Alan Evans 3800 1270 

SAT Crestmead  Logan City Dancers  M  Guest Caller  0405 316 469 

SUN Oxley 1st&3rd Kay’s Plus  P/A Kay Walker  0419 717 520 

 Caboolture  E.Z. Squares M/P Elaine Davis 5496 7471 

COUNTRY/REGIONAL SQUARES 

MON Buderim Suncoasters  P  Nev McLachlan  0417 729 263 

 Buderim Kangaroo Kapers M/P Robin Weltevreden 0418 750 239 

TUES Buderim  Suncoasters  B/M  Nev McLachlan  0417 729 263 

FRI Bundaberg  Cane Country  R/M/P  Matthew Mills 0418 479 814 

SAT Buderim  Kangaroo Kapers  M/P Robin Weltevreden 0418 750 239 

 Buderim  Suncoasters 1st 3rd 5th  P/M/R  Nev McLachlan  0417 729 263 

 Hervey Bay 
Hervey Bay Square 
Dance Club 

B/M Laptop Playlists  0424 949 944  

 

 

All clubs listed are current financial members as at 11th May 2025 

METROPOLITAN CLOGGING 

THUR Lutwyche Double Jingle Cloggers Basic to Adv Frances 0429 851 891 
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A great weekend of Dancing was held at the Logan City Dance Centre for  

“A Weekend with Joe” featuring guest caller Joe Kromer from Tannheim, Germany  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Square Dance Society of Queensland Inc. - Diary of Events 
 

7th – 11th July 2025 
65th National Square Dance Convention, Morayfield QLD 
Contact: Bev McLachlan at: registrar2025ansdc@gmail.com  

2nd August 2025 
Sunshine Coast Square Dance Centre – 40th Anniversary 
0427 135 442 or 0417 729 263 

12th August 2025 
Gumdale Grandsliders – Ekka Dance 
Contact: Alan Evans – (07) 3800 1270 

25th & 26th October 
2025 

Plus & A Level Weekend – Logan City Square Dance Centre 
Contact: Jane on 0405 316 469 or Email: logancitysquaredancers1@gmail.com  
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Vale Norm Phythian 
Hello, 

Just thought I’d advise the Society of the sad passing of 

Norm Phythian at the age of 96 on Saturday 28th June.  I’m 

sure there are some people in the Society and the wider 

Square Dancing community that will fondly remember Norm 

as a caller and dancer back in the 70’s and 80’s. 

Norm, along with his wife of 67 years, Shirley (now 88) and 

three of their sons, ran the Spinchainers club in Yeronga in 

the 70s’ and 80’s.  He was actively involved in the Society in the early 70’s and was most proud of 

coining the slogan “Square Dancing is a Health Habit”, which was used in newsletters and printed 

on bumper stickers at the time. 

Norm and Shirley started dancing in the late 1950’s, but put it on the back-burner when the family 

came along in the 60’s, until their sons were old enough to learn, resuming dancing in the early 

70’s at Bernie Kennedy’s Bar-K Ramblers club in Milton on Saturdays and Eric Wendell’s Curly-

Q’s (?) on Thursdays.  That’s where Norm started calling under the mentorship and 

encouragement of both. 

He brought Square Dancing to the Yeronga Primary school in the early 70’s, and held a weekly 

dance at home for local high school students, out of which grew the Spinchainers club, which ran 

from the mid-70’s for about 10 years.  We have great memories of attending conventions at 

Newcastle (73) and Cloudland (?), and yearly dances in Toowoomba (Bill McHardy), Armidale 

(Davids Pitt/Pearce), and the Strawberry Festival at Redlands.  

Most fondly of all, we remember the Summer Holiday and Winter Wonderland weekends at the 

Tallebudgera Fitness Camp.  Though a small club, the Spinchainers was also notable for four 

intra-club marriages, at least two of which (involving his sons) are still going strong over 40 years 

later! 

Norm retired in his mid-50’s and he and Shirley, along with their dancing shoes (and his lawn 

bowls), spent a few years travelling around Australia in a campervan he decked out 

himself.  Unfortunately after that, they never returned to dancing due to health issues, but certainly 

often reminisced over those wonderful years.  Later years were spent with his model railways 

(both physical and virtual) and enjoying playing with his grandchildren. 

Norm died peacefully around lunchtime, and is survived by Shirley, his fours sons (Mick, Mark, 

Terry & Greg), 7 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren (currently).  Attached is a photo of 

Norm and Shirley from 2014. 

 

Kind regards, 

Terry Phythian 
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