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Hello From The Hunter

Dianne Hocking and Dennis McMillan
(pictured) spent a fun evening with their
square dancing friends prior to sefting
off in the Winnebago to tour around
Australia. Some very imaginative gifts
were given fo the couple. Of course you
WOULD need o compass when the GPS
fails, and you really DO need to light a
fire rubbing two sticks together! And the
square dance Review is a MUST so as not
to miss your favourite past time. From the
emails coming through, they are enjoying
themselves.

Ron and Maurene Bertram deported for Russia ond China for their holiday earlier
this month. They have an interesting itinerary. We wish them well.

Bev & Geoff Rancloud, Dione Beattie, Chris Long and myself went to Hobart to
the National. What a talented group of callers. We had some interesting and
challenging moves. It was very stimulating - no time for "Senior's' moments. It
was also great fun. The weather was fantastic. No parking problems | No traffic
problems |

The view from the top of Mount Wellington was awesome. It was a cloud-free
day. Chris was unable to hold the block of ice long enough for me to remove my
gloves and my scarl while my frozen fingers fumbled with the camera to capture
the moment.

Isn’t it wonderful to enjoy a hobby where you can exercise and have so much fun
ond meet such lovely people!

Violet S Kerswell
President
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Queensland President’s Report

By now all those dancers who attended the 53rd Australian National Square
Dance Convention in Hobart would have returned home. Sandra and | thoroughly
enjoyed calching vp with our square dance friends from around Australia. The
Convenors and the Committee created o fantastic atmosphere with o greaf
programme and great facilities. Congratulations o Barry and Kaye Chandler,
Convenors, ond their Committee for o great Convention,

The seven Rambling Eights dancers who ventured to Hobart for the 53rd National
Convention, joined the 500 registered for a great five doys ol doncing. The
weather moy have been a bit chilly, but the warmth and friendship that came
from the local dancers and friends we hadn't seen since the last convention was
good fo receive.

For the callers, there was three doys of ottending seminars and conference
sessions to discuss and learn the latest developments, worldwide, in our activity.
Jerry Jestin and Nasser Shukayr are Callerlab accredited coaches from America
who gave us insights info calling and “Modern Square Dancing” generally. It was
great to see severol new young callers learmning to call. These came from Vicloria
where some of the established callers nre mentoring them.

Callers were encouraged by speckers of the callers’ conference to try some
different methods ol teaching and to use different choreagraphy. We knaw that
they will be inspired to use what they learned to enhance their club nights in the
future. The conference leaders gave their impressions of the future of square
doncing. Callers discussed where we are heading and what can be done to
reverse the pattern of diminishing numbers. The WA callers seem to be onto @
good program fo inlroduce new dancers to Square Dancing. They are conducting
continuous learning groups for new dancers. These dancers will probably join
existing clubs when they are looking for the full mainstream program. Maybe we
could use a similar program in Queensland. Callers were encouraged 1o think
“Outside the Box” when it comes to teaching, recruiting new dancers and callers
as well as thinking about the type of music we use.

Rambling Eights is busy planning their Biannual BBQ/Meeting, the Christmas in
July party, end of the year outing, how we can participate in Queenslond. Society
events, nex! year's camp and generally plot o course for 2013,

Confinved nex! poge
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Queensland Publicity Report

Suncoasters, Buderm

Work is still underway at Suncoasters to get the camping ground and gardens
ready for our 3-5 August weekend with guest caller Jerry Jestin. Our billeting
system seems to be working fairly well, just the usual hiccups whenever a new
system is introduced, but people have been very understanding. Our facebook
page is aftracting some attention, and this week one of our followers on twitter
was a caller from USA, so we're slowly moving ahead.

Salad Bowl Squares, Wellington Point
Following country meets city tradition at our Brisbane Ekka, the theme night
for Salad Bowl Squares on Friday, 31st August is “Country-Western”, 7:30pm-
9:30pm, at the Anglican Parish Hall, 17-19 Station Street, Wellington Point, All
welcome. Contact Bev Brandon (07) 3286 2260,

Cardwell Delegates Dance

The Cardwell Delegates Dance will be held on the weekend of 11-12 August
2012 hosted by Cairns Cily Square Donce Club. Soturday ofternoon will
be Rounds, Plus and Mainstream, followed by o Society Delegates meeting.
Saturday night will be Rounds, Plus and Mainstream. A caller’s school will be
held on Sunday morning. For further information, please contact Julie Jensen on

(07) 4788 8762

Sunshine State Round Up and Gala Dance

On the afterncon of 25 August 2012, the Queenslond Callers Association will
host the Golo Dance, featuring the “Amateur Callers Contest”. In the evening,
Town and Country Square Dance Club will host the Sunshine State Round Up.
The venue for these events will be St Joseph’s Primary School, 42 Pine Mountain
Road, Eost Ipswich. For further information, please contact Noel and Merle
McKenzie on (07) 3714 9917 or 0417 616 572 or by email on-merleandnoel@

gmail.com

Queensland State Convention

Remember; September is THE chance to dance any play at Hervey Bay. Starting
27th 2012 - 5 nughts, 4 days, Queensland Collers Association State Convention
and the local Trails. Come for fun in the sun, and a whale of a time. Info of: www.
squaredancingherveybay.com.au
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